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The Blackiriars Playhouse - whers the play was the thing in old London - is reborn in Staunton
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“A Midsummer Night's Dream”™ by William
Ehnkespeare

STAUNTON — Let's go back 400 years.

People are crowded into u lttle theater.
The Interior is made of wood and lighted hy
candelnben, On stoge, actors perform the
newest work by England's hottest playwright,
Willinm Shakespenre. ['s bolsterous, lood
und funny, The sudience |s port  weet to know mony
of the show,

Suoh was often the scene ot
Lenelon's Blackfrinrs Playhouss rogneke. com

nenr the end of Shakespeure's “The Biackiriars

CBIeEr,
Playhouss
Such will be the scene hege opens Friday,

Friday night. tickels
The Blackfrinrs s rebormn — ::rmli
not in London, but in the call {(540)

Shenandoah Valley. [t will show- BSS.5588.
crae the work of Shenandosh
Shnkespeare — the umbrella
orgunizution that grew from Shenandoah
Bhakespeare Express, an improbable venture
beguei by n college English professor and a
student in the late 15808,

The original Blackfriars Playhoyse ;
burned in the fire of London in 1686. This is
the anly replica (n the world, theater officials
sabd.

Its construction over the past 14 months
has brought Shenandoah Shakespeare and
Staunton together under a national spotliht.

across the country have written
or are planning storles, said u thester spokes-
woman, Sully McDonough. The thester was
femtured Sept. 7 on NMatlonal Public Radio's -
“All Things Conaidered.”

Part of the buzz is Just the strangeness of
it mil.

Take o town of 24,000 In the Shennndoah
Valley, plunk & £3,7 million re-creation of an
old London theater in its midst, snd people
will take potice. Even if they think you're eru-

"Everyhody knew |f was impraciical,”
conceded Tom Cabe, & Shenandoak Shakes-
pere board member, “We did |t anyway,”

L] L1
That could be Shenandoah Shakespoeare's
maito. Born a8 & traveling troupe 13 years
e PLEASE SEETHEATER®




Carolyn Ratfteray (inset. above) as Juliet calls 1o Rameo from the balcony above the stage dusing & pre-opening
performance. Tybalt (left, played by O Long, fights )
treater, &l odas were performed by man, but actresse

The Biackfriars Playbousa 18 on Market Sirsel 0 the histofie downtown anea of Staunton,




- gy } Y g —
E e, PR R

po—
o
™ " L o

L warkmiEn ght) sleadics a chandelier paing a'sed at Biackl- &t Playhouse. The playhouse boasis hundmade chandeliss and falusiars, tmes
15, PSS pANQIr g ard 1nnpgae-anc-groove foonnd. I



I TP TPl oL
Theater

oo, the company from the first
has gimed to refurn Shakes-
pésmre 00 the masses, Pounders

Halph Cabien, an English profes-
s o Jumes Madison Lnisvérsi-

ty, and Jim Warren, then a JMU

student, perfected i bice-bones

spproach (o the plays with mini-

mal sets and costumes — which
wiis Shakespeare’s approach as
well, they say, “A lean, mepn
Shakespeare machine" was the
assessment of an eardy critic,

The troupe will continue to
moumt traveling productions as

- Shenandoah Shakespears
Express. Shenandoah Shakes-
peare currently uses nomunion
professional actors from aroond
the conntry. The theater hopes
o have o resident Actors Equity
Association company of per-
formers by 2004, sald Kim
Glusstmun, marketing director.
Actors Equity Association is the
union representing actors and
sLage managers in American
Theater,

Wherever they perform,
count on I Bhekes
peare to leave the houss Lighta
ip, A8 hlmr._lm it in Shakes-
peare's tme, to fmoive the
auidience in the setlon. The
approach bresks down barriers
to undlerstanding, Coben said.
“It's much easlér Lo understand

having fun.” |
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er. *T had been reading abou
Shenantdoah Shakespears (or
severnl years, | thoaght, ‘They
really cught to be in Btaunton.” *
Husrman called Colwi, wh

llked the idea. Then he arranged
& maeting between Shenandoah |

Shakespeare and community

£0.7 millirm cos; has boen
underwritten by locn and siste

Bovernmeghs and some privale
eontributions. Fand rising is
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cultural tobrism,” explaimned Wil
Tiem Humilton, the city's eco-
nafmic deveiopment directar.
Bitaurton alresdy sitracs war-
Is2s for its Vietorian srelitecturs
and as the birthpiace of Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson, “Shakis-
peare pdds another element Lo
it.” Hamllton said.

The theater's plan to show
spvernl pligys in rotation — its
fall season offers four, including
“Hamlet™ — could make it
pppeaiing (o some who might
not come this distance for & sin-
gle show, project backers say.

Said Hamilton:

“Our hope h;;&nplewill find
enough to do that they'll stay o
week "

Shakespesre in Americn bs
hoL. Several plays recently have
been made into movies, Shakes-
peire acting companies abound.

There are Shakespeare festl-
vals in Colorado, Texas, North
Caroling, Florida and Utah. Also
Seattle, Richrmond, Atlanta,
Cleveland and Fairbanks, Alas-
Jow. There is Shakespeare In Ore-
gon and in Washington, D.C. In
the world of Shakespeare, “Testl-
wul” can denote everything from -
i summeriime event (o & permi-
nient operution with multiple
stages. The Alabarmn Shakes-
peare Festival in Montgomery
runs year-round in & new §21.5
million theater and aitraces
300,000 visitors 4 year,

For the 300-sest Blackirinrs
Playhouse, the real worry may
be not that doing Shakespeare s
a long shot, but that so many
other troupes in other out-of-
the-wiry places are performing
his pluys, Loo.

Are we approaching o sir-
fait of Shakespeare desting-
Hons?

“T used to wonder about
that. There are & greal many,”
sald Bil Patton, who for 42
years ran the famous Oregon
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Soowhag mkes Sieesamloah
srakespears think this will s
cecd!

"Thirwren yrary of watching
A cappany an English profasgor
an<t a stailent et logether for
S0 sanl Unben Ve Wmogwe [
wirss.”

o al the cotururities
where Loey have SheResienr
fomtpvals, it's nosmall fown 1ba =
picturesg e and appenls Lo tors
A" waned Marmoar, e hesiel
vwaer. “Aned Stauotur does
Eh.”

“Thems bGiys are fusl 50
pod L se madeabic and s
worderlid,” dad 2y Warrer,
artizstie direetor. “And 5S¢ s
Hhefe fre pan who ape going
[y wwanit b Aeg Lbem L U305 wnTs
der{a) hucsding, [1s the sy
Besaul ful thigter space vl mooe
bewn iy "

f
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Ll Al Loy Canulet, pawed By ATty Deluga and Backy Paine,

rifurs Teball in @ pra Geealfg cerfos anog of "ftamed amd Juket”

. »
Blacdrnaie « bawdedsors aad
bl ers, Wooden pega For
vals, Thres 1ers fof spedialors
-— DAY, Lo, Sinee 1ha spper
ther wens | e s Decatase of

OPCUDANCY Jpats - bk L gmighil
fave heen packed e S kes-
prare s dav, Hvenewhiere von
[k i weqad ed Conpmy Limn-
bercs. T reconsiroet the Sl k-
[caiars 17 eouar, worknres nael

BT, 000 bl Feet of white ool
eh elisest They could D o
Fir gy e ke

Yo 1L aave Lo g e e
s@ I e e Wheater's wndan
ariteel hrick exienaer by deslygeed
o r=oal, with Blaunton's Victo-
rian dewntown instead of repll-
Seltngd U Srotinnd 15 enier 8 o
side walls, Wwhich were siong.
Trern 15 an upside (s s, visi-
Iars b e e Lo bl
riert frogsi the el cr's Blanid
Ity elten feal they're croeneg
anidor wurhl

sorne 1ebers af the
Eraipe wln saw the space S
LR Ficst (e primally cried. sai<d
Warren the ariisie lvgotar

“It’s pretiy rad,” comfimmed
potog CliMrord Chaimherlam, 21

The cegting Blackiriam was
the Erst eompleiely erclosed
tieater in thip Englisn-speaking
Wil |1_

Buiilt with'n o moedieval dn-




(g hall e used by monks
known as the Black Friars, the
theater was used by Shakes-
peare's acting company after
1608, The playwright died in
18160 9

friars was visied
hgr wealthier theatergoers who
could afford to pay Tor the roal
above their heads — unlike the -
common folk who visited the
Globe Playhouse across the
Thaumes, There 14 & re-creation
Shenandoah Shakespeare Hinck:
friars is unique. There are plans’
o bulld a replica of the Globe
here as well somewhere down
the road, Cohen said,

“The idea &f & recreation i

distinguish the theater from
pther Shakespears festhvils,”
sald Tom McLaoghlin, the
project’s arehitect, “Plos, it's &
natural fit with the way Shenon-
doah does Shakespeare,”

There |s another reasan: The
new Black{riars will be & teach-
ing tool. Mary Bualdwin College
in Staunton ks working closely
with Shenandoah Shakespeare
to offer master's degrees in
Shakespeare and Elizabethan lit-
ernture, and school visits and
scholarly seminars are planned
for the new theater as well, It
will be open in the daytime for
tours, :

It must ba sald that this
Blackiriars is not a perfect rep-
lica of the Elinbathan theatsr,
It's a litle larger, and the chan-
dellers will use slectric bulbs,
not oandles. The fire marshal
woulidn't have it any other way.
. And then there’s the beauti-
ful natural finish of the cak. In
Shakespeare's day the wood-

— work would have besn painted
hiright colors,

Theater officials copcede
they'll probably have to palnt It
someday for authenticity's sake
— iy mmuatter how much it hors,

Paint or no puilnt, the Black-
frinrs Playhouse will soon trade
sawiust for falry dust in fts
opening night production of *A
Midsummer Night's Drpenm.”
Snid MeLaughlin, the architect:
“It’s u Stradivarius waiting for
Itzhak Periman to play 0"

Ml Wittredga can be resched ot #81-
3323 or kevinkFroanoko.som.
e
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