


Here’s the scoop
on our new theater

By Virginia Francisco
Special Wiser

Shekespearn, You M.

[ Erw whing you mean, But st the
Rlnckfriars it's Shenandoah Shake-
SHSArH.

Shakespeare — the greatest Eng-
lish post?

But sall vou evar got was ovilinary
black letters on white pagss. No
gilor, no sound, no pesple, You
weord aloos with all thoss words.
And bored, maybe? 1t's not like that
ni the Blackiriars, let me tall you!
Shakespears’s plays
are alive there.
Walit "til vou haar
postry acted by a
rédl human being,
right aut loud like
Shakespears did!

You knbw what |
like Lest? Shake-
speare knows the
sime  people |
Enow! Folks wha
think thev &re high
britensity bulba, but
really nre clueliss.

L

plays in all sorts of places for at
lenst 10 Years before his company
movod into the Globe in 1599, And
aven the Globe couldn’t ba nsed
year-round becauss only part was
ronfed, and aven the best reats
wirn opin o the yard on one shie
Kind of like our stadiums — no fun
in winter and rough weather, Still,
nithady wantad a theatro in his
neighborhood,

Finally Shakeapears and his

cinsest assnciatos bought part of the
old Blackfriars monastery, Like
good Stauntonirens,
they rengvuted it,
into & bemsutilul
Indoor  theatrs
appronched by a
grand slaircase.
The theatra kept
the monastory's
namie, just ke our
roai namps
romember long-
gone toll gaves and
apple orchurds and
from minees,

The new Binckid-

O they'ra hright l'l':-'l'E."IHTﬂ'h RES WS pure lixury
enough, but can‘t Ascene from “A Midsummer _ , roof and sauts
gae 0 Lriek Than Hhm Dfmﬂ for ull. Tha btk -

they make really

dumby mistakes, or even commit
terrible crimes, They oughta know
batter. Fools in love. Criminals in
puwer, Bigots, lughes, clowns —
well, you know them too.

Just what does a poet know about
acting? Hey, Shakespears was an
netor first and last. He worked
right onstage with the biggest
rmes af his dme. They aught him,
cloge up, showed him all the power
of the ected word, in some of the
lustiesl plays ever. And with the
audience just inchos away, he
Ierned dght quick what works and
what — wall, bores a porson to
throwing stuffl at actors” haads

0K, OK. Shakespeare and his
guys acted ai the Globe, right?
What's this Blackfrigrs?

Shakespears acted and staged

5 wert hackless,
true, but seats beat standing-
around the stapge. And body heat
mnd dozens of candles kept poopla
comparatively worm, in a closed
room oaly 46 faet x 76 feat —
about 15 adult gtrides hy-23
strides. When spring camie the
company just moved back across
the river o the Globe, so Shake-
spears wrote for parformance in
both theatres:

Our replicn Blackfriars is the
only ane in the waorld now — the
London theater was pulled down
centuries ago. Of course, it has a
few ndjustments lor safety and
eomfort, like indoor toilets and
plectrie Hght. You cdn even rent a
cushion and a seat back for your
hanch.

What's so great about the way



poaphe did plays 400 years ngo? 185 like
this. Wherever Shakespidre and his
liellowweg. aeted. they weire really eloss o
their audisnces. Even in the big out-
door amphitheatres people stood
smack sgainst the stage on three slded,
while galleries or haleonies stncked up
other wlewers right behind the
standers. The Blackiriars {5 much
smaller, and gallories keep actors and
audlance really closs. Some of us sit an
stools on the stuge. Actors cen fouch
the pearest members of the sudinper,
talk right o every singlo one, hear the
back-chat of the show-offs, and even
call prople on stage to help out.  Just
like Shakespears’s time, the netors
dress partly ke us and sven sing our
aongs, nover mind when the play is
supposed o happen,

Candles are alweys on, so we e in
the light. We're hearers and watchers
— motive, busy with the concerns of the

human community boing beed cight in
our [acns;

We sep and hear that the actors are
us and the folks we know. just as they
wire folks Shakespoars kmow.  We [eel
the emotions of olir onstage selves with
awespme intensity,  We roar laughing
gs they — and we — learn the wisdom
of Irequent reality checks, ory for thom
and ourselves as they learn the oonse-
quences of wrongdoing and repent too
lnts.

And no interoission. The two bours”
traffic of the stage, Mr. Shakespanrn
oalbed it

So take care of your personal needs
bafore you entar the theaire, that's my
advice. And expoct a feast for the heart
il soul.

— Virginia R Francisco Is a member
of the theatre faculty ot
Mary Baldwin College.
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Mﬁy opened Blackfriars Playhouse on South Market Street In Staunton.




This Week
atl the Blackiriars:

B Tonight — The
Alcharnist, 730 p.m.

W Friday — A WMidsum-
mar Might's Dream, 7:30
p.m.

N Saturday — Ham-
let, 2:30 p.m.; Fosen-
cramtz & Gulldenstam
Are Dead, 7:30 pm,

B Sunday — The
Alchemist, 2330 p.m.™

W Tuesday — A Mid-
summar Might's Draam,
130 am,

For The Biackiniamn
Pugml ousme full scheduila
g
on to wwwshenandoah
EfBkESpeNMe.com |

W Tickets sf the Black-
frkars Playhowse mngs

frorm S10-224, There will
b four “Pay What You
WIl" parformances dur-
ing e tall geason.

Those who resanve &
seal lor these perios-
fmances pay regular
price, The “Pay Whai
Yol W™ tickets ane
only aveilable af tha
door the night of the
peronmarnce,

W To orodar tckets, wisit
Shenandoah Shake-
speare anline al
www shanandoahshake-
speaie.com or call fhe
bax office at BES-55A8,

Some shows have lim-
ited availablity. They
Inglude:

B Oct. 3 — sold out

B Oct. 11-14 — sobd
ol

** Pay-what-you-will



